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Open ended responses
Student parent challenges:

“The system is structured with the "ideal student" in mind. It's very difficult to impossible 
for a student parent to be an ideal student (financially independent, ample free time to 
study, able to network and socialize, etc.).” 

“Attending to my children's needs while trying to make the time and space to work and 
study. It is a constant balancing act and I am always short changing someone. I feel 
constant guilt and anxiety”

“Having large enough blocks of time to really concentrate and work on papers, projects, 
etc...Connecting with others in my situation...Finding child friendly spaces on campus…”



Urbansitter.com 
Gift Cards

Service to allow student caregivers to 
attend campus events
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Program Details
● 30 $100 Urbansitter.com gift cards + $75 3-month membership and $8 

service fee = $5,490
○ Average cost of a sitter ~$18/hour
○ Gift card would cover membership and ~3 hours of care

● Transfer and Reentry Center manages the application process and 
assessment

● Allows students to receive care where they live and to choose the care 
provider

● Within 10 miles of Davis, there are currently 60 sitters available on 
Urbansitter.com
○ Urbansitter.com does background checks of all sitters and allows for 

payment via gift card; also shows vaccine status and other indicators

Evaluation of 2022-2023 Program
● As of March 1, 2023, distributed 19 of the 25 gift cards; will distribute 

the remaining cards before the end of the spring 2024 quarter
● Ways that the gift cards have assisted students with their studies and 

success at UC Davis
○ “I am a single mom so this will help so much I have 4 dogs and a 

three year old daughter so if I could get any free time with a little 
bit of babysitting it would be so much appreciated!” 

○ “This childcare will help me prepare for that exam with 
uninterrupted time to study.”

○ “This gift card will help to accomplish many things. it will help 
me attend my class meeting on time, it will help me get good 
grades and it will decrease my stress.”



Evaluation of 2022-2023 Program
● Ways that the gift cards have assisted students with their studies and 

success at UC Davis
○ “It was extremely helpful in paying for a nanny with the funds. 

Thank you so much.”
○ “It has honestly been very helpful for me to be able to find time 

for work and studying, even if it's just for a few hours.  This is 
actually a super beneficial program for several parents and it 
would be awesome to see it continued! I appreciate everything 
you do for our student parents here at UC Davis :)” 

Program Improvements for 2023-2024
● Encourage more UC Davis students to sign up to serve as 

babysitters on Urbansitter.com
○ Students can sign up for free, i.e. the registration and 

background check fee is waived
● Create an instructional video to clearly show how to access 

Urbansitter.com and use the gift card
● Encourage student parents to first find a babysitter through 

the TRC Babysitter Directory, then select them on 
Urbansitter.com 



Questions?


